
Transverse Waves

What comes to your mind when the word wave?

Wave ( rhythmic disturbances that carry energy through 

matter or space

Ex: 

Oceans, earthquakes

Most waves travel through a medium

Medium ( 
material though which a wave can 

transfer energy

· Can be a solid, liquid, gas, or a combination

· Radio waves and light waves can travel without a medium

Transverse wave  ( the medium moves at right angles to the direction

the wave travels

Ex:

Think of shaking a rope

When you shake a rope up and down, you have high points and low points.
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Crest → high point of wave
Trough → low point of wave

Wavelength → distance between a point on one wave and

the identical point on the next wave
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Amplitude is the distance from the crest (or trough) of a wave to the rest position of the medium
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