Section 14-3, part 1: Ice Ages

Ice ages: periods of extensive glacial coverage, producing long-term climatic change. 

Scientists believe ice ages occur because every 100,000 years or so, the Earth’s orbit changes slightly, causing a little less heat to reach the Earth.

Ice ages alternate with warming periods called interglacial periods; we are experiencing one right now.

-the most recent ice age ended about 10,000 years ago. 

- global temperatures deceased by about 5o Celsius, or 9o Fahrenheit which doesn’t seem like a lot, but this caused a lot more snow and allowed ice sheets to advance.

- In North America, glaciers spread from the east coast to the west coast and as far south as Indiana






