Section 14-2: Climate Classification

climate: long term weather patterns of an area.
Koeppen Classification System: divides climates into 5 basic types based on the average monthly temperature, precipitation, and type of vegetation. 

5 basic world climate zones:

1) tropical climates: areas that always have hot temperatures and plentiful precipitation.  

- get at least 200 inches of rain a year

- they have more species of plants and  

  animals of any climate zone. 

- mT air masses dominate
2) dry climates:receive little precipitation. 

- Largest climate zone, and includes the world’s biggest deserts.
- cover about 30% of the Earth’s land

· cT air masses dominate

· evaporation rates exceed precipitation
3) mild or temperate climates

· cooler than tropical climates, but warmer than continental

· this is the type of climate we live in 

4) continental or cold climates 

· usually at higher elevations and to the North of mild climate zones 

· both summer and winter temperatures can be extreme

· the presence of warm, moist air causes summers to be wetter than winters
5)polar climates: Earth’s coldest regions

· constantly cold, never warming up much

· precipitation is generally low because cold air holds less moisture than warm air






