Four states of matter

1.  Solid

2.  Liquid

3.  Gas

4.  Plasma
1. Solids

·  Definite shape and volume

· Particles are packed closely together

-Also why a solid doesn’t flow

·  (Most Solids) Particles are arranged in repeating geometric patterns.  These arrangements are called crystals.
· Other solids aren’t made up of crystals.  They are called amorphous solids.
2. Liquids

· Definite volume

· Indefinite shape → takes shape of container

· Particles are packed close together, so they can’t be compressed.  However they are not packed as closely as solids.  They have enough energy to move are slightly so they can slide past one another.

· Thus they are able to flow

3. Gases

·  Indefinite shape and volume

·  Have a lot of kinetic energy so particles separate from one another completely, so they can move around in all directions and spread out evenly throughout their container

·  Can be compressed

4. Plasma → Most common form of matter in 




the universe (found in stars)
·  Gas-like mixture of (+) and (-) charged particles

