15.2 Notes
Salinity—measure of amount of dissolved salts; ocean salinity is 3.5% salt.

· Salt water also has dissolved gases (oxygen, nitrogen, carbon dioxide) and nutrients. Amounts of each of these affect which organisms live in that area.

· Different areas have different salinity:

· Subtropical—very high

· Equatorial—low levels

· Polar-lower because of melting ice caps

· Lowest where large rivers dump into ocean.

· Salt is added by weathering of rocks

· Salt is removed by wind blowing ocean spray, left after tides have gone, used by organisms to build shells, bone, teeth

Physical Characterisitcs

· Light decreases with depth (red goes the shortest and blue goes the farthest)

· Photosynthesis occurs above 100m

· Temp ranges -2 – 30 Celcius; avg is 15 C

· Temp decreases with depth

· Thermocline is a layer with rapidly decreasing temperature with depth

